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David v Goliath
1 Samuel 17

‘God doesn’t need a lot to do a lot. All David had was five stones and all 
David used was one’. (Tony Evans).

This quote refers to the story of David and Goliath and was written on a 
card that was given to me at the beginning of the year. I often reflect on 
this meaning and how I use my own ‘stones’ in life. These stones are like 
precious gifts provided by God that through his presence, provide us with 
the strength to serve His word. 

All of us receive the stones that God gave us, and it is our responsibility 
to make the best use of them. In this Biblical story, David only needed 
one stone to make a difference where he was able to take on Goliath and 
defeat him. Goliath was well armed, but David prevailed in God’s name. 
This demonstrates how the Lord can intercede for his people and how 
faith can overcome all challenges and obstacles. David believed that God’s 
grace and mercy would overcome Goliath. Others gained great confidence 
from this and went on to fight to victory. 

This shows that if we all have faith, we can also challenge the obstacles 
in our journey. No matter what we are faced with, God is with us and this 
gives us confidence; we do not need to wait and gather all our stones. This 
faith comes with trust, knowing that God will be with us no matter what. In 
knowing God, we too can prevail no matter the odds.

Submitted by Danielle Nak

Upcoming Events
WEEK 5
THU 30 MAY
• Year 1 Excursion - Prospect

FRI 31 MAY
• Assembly - Year 1 Fyffe
• School Disco

WEEK 6

MON 3 JUNE
• Tri Skills (R-2)

WED 5 JUNE
• Chapel 9:00am

THU 6 JUNE
• District/State Cross Country

FRI 7 JUNE
• Assembly - 9:00am
• Grandfriends Day (Yr3-6)
• Shed Men

WEEK 7

MON 10 JUNE
• Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday

WED 12 JUNE
• School Tour 9:30am and 6:15pm

FRI 14 JUNE
• School Photo Day



INSPIRE photos featured this week:

• National Reconciliation Week Schools Video Competition
• Year 4 Camp

From the Principal
RECONCILIATION WEEK
Grounded in Truth: Walking together in courage. In 
reading about the theme for 2019 Reconciliation Week, 
and about the poster design, there are a few key words 
that really stood out to me. Truth: I learn more and 
more from families at St Paul each year that family 
story is important. We shouldn’t hide from the truth 
or the past. Courage: it takes courage to talk about 
something that you don’t fully understand. I’m not an 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander and don’t claim to 
fully understand such a deep, rich culture. But I can ask, 
and I can speak with students and families about what 
is needed, acknowledging that sometimes I won’t get 
it right or say the right thing. Heart: the hearts in the 
poster are to represent empathy, solidarity, goodwill 
and love. If I can empathise, and can develop a closer 
understanding with others, and through connection, we 
can all share goodwill towards a better future. 

Earlier this year, a group of parents and staff members 
from the Connected Schools met to start the process 
of creating a Reconciliation Action Plan for Connected 
Schools. From this, we will look from a St Paul context 
about what we do now, and what we can do more of 
or better in the future. Every step counts. Through 
activities and conversations in the school this week, I 
have already seen and heard many example of truth, 
courage, and heart. I look forward to seeing and 
hearing more this week and beyond.

UNPLUGGED WORKSHOP
Last week I attended the Unplugged: Gaming Addiction 
workshop hosted by Endeavour for our Connected 
Schools families and others in the community. As a 
parent of two primary-aged children, I was struck by 
the prevalence of gaming addiction – the statistics 
presented were that 3-4% of the population have a 
gaming addiction. In addition, a 2015 survey showed 
that 40% of Australian adolescents had highly 

problematic gaming or internet use. If you consider the 
increase in technology use and availability in the past 
four years, this is likely even higher now.
The statistics present a challenge to parents and 
schools about screen time and how we use technology. 
At St Paul, iPads are an important tool for ease and 
access of information and apps, however it is not 
the only tool used. Play, inquiry, personal connection 
and the outdoors all feature equally highly on our 
pedagogical agenda. How about at home? As a parent 
I can tend to let the screen time go a bit long for my 
Friday evening recovery… and my Saturday morning 
sleep in…and so on. The Unplugged workshop offered 
a variety of strategies to help reclaim screen time, for 
those who are not yet concerned about screen use 
or addiction, right through to those who are concern 
about their child’s screen and gaming use. In the 
coming weeks, I will share some of these through 
Inspire. Stay tuned (or better yet, unplug for a while and 
come back for a bit more screen time later).

SHED MEN GO BUSH
As I write this, no doubt there are St Paul dads 
recovering, unpacking, and cleaning equipment from 
a weekend of great memories for fathers and their 
children. Many dads also spent Friday afternoon 
prior to the camp, as well as the weekend before 
that, travelling and setting up activities. This is a great 
initiative and I commend the Shed Men Go Bush 
dads, particularly the organising committee, for their 
commitment to giving children a camping experience. 
If you’d like to continue the conversations with other 
fathers following this event, please consider attending 
the monthly Shed Men gatherings. Shed Men is not a 
school event, but rather it is run by dads as a casual 
gathering each month. You can subscribe to their 
regular newsletter at http://eepurl.com/dgUsdtr.

FAREWELL IDA PARRY
This week we farewell Ida from her classroom LSO 
position. Thank you Ida for all of your time and 
commitment to students. We look forward to seeing 
you around the school in a TRT capacity as your further 
pursue your teaching career.

Leila Mattner|Principal

http://eepurl.com/dgUsdtr


From the Deputy Principal
VISITORS TO ST PAUL
Last week was a busy week for visitors to St Paul. On 
Thursday, we were visited by two of Australia’s leading 
education consultants and on Saturday we hosted a 
bus load of educators from around the state. 

Last Thursday, Lisa Burman, an expert in literacy 
development, and a key inspiration for the bookmaking 
and writers notebook approaches now utilised by 
teachers from R-6, spent some time in 1Fyffe. Lisa 
modelled some activities for teachers and worked with 
children. Lisa also filmed some of her interactions for 
use in her e-courses and webinars. Our relationship 
with Lisa continues to flourish and later this year Lisa 
will return to St Paul to assist us with our values for 
teaching spelling. Lisa’s time is extremely valuable and 
hard to come by, but Lisa has been impressed with the 
culture of learning at St Paul and the commitment of 
teachers in particular and is keen to nurture a strong 
partnership as a result.

Tom Barrett also visited St Paul on Thursday morning. 
Tom has established himself as a leading voice on 
many aspects of education in Australia over the last 
10 years or so and he is currently a key consultant for 
the new Adelaide Botanic High. Tom reached out to 
us unprompted last week based on what he has been 
hearing about learning at St Paul. It was great to spend 
a few hours with him before he flew back to Melbourne. 
Tom’s insights as we walked around and chatted were 
shrewd and astute to say the least. We hope to spend 
more time with Tom when he returns to Adelaide and 
tap into his contacts and wealth of experience.

On Saturday morning we accommodated a request 
from EChO (Early Childhood Organisation Inc) to be 
a stop on their ‘Bus Tour Conference’. 35 teachers 
arrived at 9.00am to spend 90 minutes in classrooms, 
paying careful attention to the way learning spaces 
are designed and how learning is documented. These 
are integral aspects of the Reggio Emilia approach 
at St Paul and our reputation in this area is growing 
quickly. I’d like to thank teachers for opening up their 

classrooms to these visitors from across a variety of 
education systems, and in particular Megan Fyffe and 
Claire Fisher who made themselves available to speak 
and answer questions.

The work of teachers to improve learning at St Paul is 
not going unnoticed in the wider community and this 
recognition in the form of visitors from around the 
state and country, is encouraging and reaffirming as we 
continue to improve. 

UNSW COMPETITIONS
Thank you to parents who have provided feedback 
on the changes to the structure of UNSW tests. I will 
communicate with families shortly about decisions 
made regarding these competitions at St Paul.

WELLBEING AND HOUSE STRUCTURES
This is the last call for feedback around our ‘House 
Structures’ at St Paul and how these can become more 
than Sports Day teams. Year 6 are currently assisting 
the leadership team with how we can create a greater 
sense of belonging in our school. If you have any 
thoughts on how this can work or what this may look 
like, please email me, jfay@stpaulba.sa.edu.au

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK SCHOOLS VIDEO 
COMPETITION- JAYDEN MARTIN AND HAYDEN 
GRIEGER
Congratulations to Jayden Martin and Hayden Grieger 
(Senior Class) for receiving a ‘Notable Mention Award’ 
for their 2019 National Reconciliation Week Schools 
Video Competition. Their video titled ‘Mates’ was shown 
to close to 2000 people at Monday’s Reconciliation 
breakfast. The boys accepted their award on stage and 
listened to an important message from keynote speaker 
Chelsea Bond around the theme of ‘Grounded in Truth: 
Walk together in courage’. The boys were fortunate to 
have some photos with Eddie Betts and Wayne Milera 
from the Adelaide Crows. Congratulations Jayden and 
Hayden. Special mention to Mr Armin Mayer for filming 
and submitting their video. 

mailto:jfay@stpaulba.sa.edu.au


ELECTIVE AFTERNOONS
This Friday afternoon students will have the opportunity 
to participate in our first “Elective Afternoon”. Teachers 
have chosen something they are passionate about to 
share with the students- some include cubby building, 
dance, beading, salt dough dinosaur fossils and lawn 
bowls. We would love to see members of our parent 
community share their gifts and passions. If you’re free 
next Friday afternoon (June 7) from 2.00-2.45pm or 
would like to know more information please email Carly 
cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au

SCHOOL DISCO -FRIDAY 31 MAY IN THE SCHOOL 
HALL. 
It’s not too late to purchase your tickets for the Disco 
THIS FRIDAY. Reception to Year 2 - 5:30pm to 6:45pm. 
Year 3 to Year 6 - 7:00pm to 8:15pm (Year 3 may attend 
either session but not both). All Disco tickets are $5. 
A meal deal of pizza, chips and pop top is $5. Please 
return your order form or speak with someone in the 
front office.  We are still after a number of volunteers to 
help with supervision. If you are a registered volunteer 
and are able to help with volunteering for either 
session, please email Carly cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.
au 

SRC CASUAL DAY- FRIDAY 31 MAY 
This week the students will have the opportunity to 
dress up to celebrate Reconciliation Week. Students 
are invited to wear Indigenous themed clothing or 
the colours red, yellow or black. Please bring a gold 
coin donation and money raised will be in support 
of the Indigenous Literacy Foundation https://www.
indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/ 

GRANDFRIENDS DAY- FRIDAY 7 JUNE 9.00-11.00AM.
Invitations for the Year 3-6 Grandfriends’ Day have been 
sent home. We kindly ask that all RSVPs are returned 
by Monday June 3. For more information please email 
Natalie Broome nbroome@stpaulba.sa.edu.au   

OFFICIAL SCHOOL PHOTOS- FRIDAY 14 JUNE 
Information regarding School Photo Day has been sent 
home. All orders can be paid for online http://www.
advancedlife.com.au using the ONLINE ORDER CODE: 
LKK PHZ R43 or by returning the envelope provided 

with the exact money owing enclosed. If you require a 
sibling photo envelope, please see the staff in the front 
office. All students are required to wear official winter 
uniform on this day. Sports Team photos will be taken 
later in the year. If you need additional uniform items, 
please be sure to see Jane Sabel in the uniform shop.

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
TERM TWO ACCOUNTS
Term two accounts are due for payment in full, unless 
you have a pre-arranged payment plan in place. Please 
contact Robyn Mader if you have any questions. 
rmader@stpaulba.sa.edu.au

SAPSASA DISTRICT ATHLETICS
Perfect weather greeted our squad of athletes at 
the Enfield Little Athletics Club. Thanks to friendly 
parent volunteers and a well organised staff the day 
ran smoothly and our athletes pushed themselves to 
achieve their personal best efforts. 

The camaraderie amongst the schools was positive 
and the event was held in an excellent spirit. Besides 
the strong focus on skills and competition the team 
enjoyed some special bonding times as they cheered 
each other to new heights of endeavour.

In the end St Paul achieved an impressive equal 4th 
place in a field of 17 schools. Special congratulations 
go to Holly Graefe, Ruby Hartwig, Imogen Davey, Archie 
Kretschmer and Robyn Hanel who have been selected 
to represent our district on state athletics day. Well 
done team! You did us and yourselves proud.

Armin Mayer, Tania Burgan, Jess Robinson
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St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

LOST PROPERTY
Our lost property is overflowing at the moment with winter clothing, 
lunchboxes and many other items. The box is located in the office. Please 
come and have a look.

Church News
ST PAUL CELEBRATION WORSHIP AND EXPERIENCE EVENT – ‘UP AND 
ABOUT’
Join us this Sunday 2 June 2019 for our Celebration Worship Event where 
we will be celebrating Ascension Sunday. We are looking forward to a 
wonderful day of celebrating our church and school communities coming 
together. Thank you to those families with children participating!  

After the worship service we have our Experience Ascension Sunday – ‘Up 
and About’ Event in the Hall and we would love to see you there. There will 
be activities for all the family, including crafts and games and there will be 
yummy hot soup available for lunch, kindly provided by Hearts and Hands.

TOOLBOX PARENTING COURSE AT ST PAUL 
If you are interest in attending our Toolbox Parenting Course this term, 
there are still spaces available. Come along and gather some extra ‘tools’ to 
help build a great family team and have fun along the way! Please contact 
the school front Office for more information or see the website.
 www.parentingplace.nz   Tuesday nights at school, 7-9pm from week 3 to 
week 8. It is okay to miss a week or two if you are still interested! Just let the 
front office staff or Louise Venning know if you are keen to join in.

PASTY BAKE 2019 – THURSDAY 23 MAY
The next St Paul Lutheran Hearts and Hands pasty bake will be on 
Thursday 13 June. Six scrumptious pasties on a tray for $14.  Please 
contact Renate Burls with orders on 0405 433 030 no later than today 
Wednesday 12 June.  Pasties can then be collected from the hall kitchen on 
the Thursday afternoon before school pick up. 

SPY – ST PAUL YOUTH
St Paul Youth for children in Years 6-8 runs on the first and third Friday 
of the month during school terms.  Our next SPY is Friday 7 June. Time 
7:00pm-9:00pm.  Cost is $2.00. Girls please bring supper to share.  Any 
inquiries please contact Nicole Hall on 0412 686 342.

http://www.parentingplace.nz

